
 

 

 

 OPEN SET FOR UNPRECEDENTED FIELD 

Sydney, 11 October 2011:  More of the world’s top 20 players are set for Sydney with World 
Number 9 Matt Kuchar, World Number 11 Nick Watney, former champions Robert Allenby and 
John Senden, and American Hunter Mahan all confirming they will be part of the action at the 
Emirates Australian Open at The Lakes Golf Club from 10-13 November. 

Watney has won twice on the PGA Tour this year and plays the Emirates Australian Open for the first 
time. 

“I’m really looking forward to being a part of the Championship in Sydney,” Watney said. “Most of my 
family are coming down for it”. 

“There seems to be a real buzz around this year’s Open leading into the Presidents Cup and it is 
amazing how many top international players have won the tournament” he added. 

Kuchar will play the Emirates Australian Open for the second time since his debut in 2000 at Kingston 
Heath Golf Club. 

A holder of three PGA Tour titles, Kuchar has had another exceptional year on the PGA Tour 
including ten Top 10 finishes and twice runner-up. 

Robert Allenby lifted the Stonehaven Cup in 1994 and 2005 and returns to the Emirates Australian 
Open for the first time since 2008. 

Hunter Mahan, a three time winner on the PGA Tour, plays the Emirates Australian Open for the first 
time. 

Kuchar, Watney, Allenby, Mahan and Senden join Tiger Woods, Dustin Johnson, Adam Scott, Jason 
Day, Bubba Watson, Greg Norman, Fred Couples and defending champion Geoff Ogilvy in one of the 
best fields in years. 

Golf Australia CEO Stephen Pitt said the anticipation for the Emirates Australian Open was building 
rapidly. 

“The excitement around the Open is extraordinary and we want to make sure no one misses out. Get 
in and buy your tickets now so you can come straight in and get into the thick of the action.,” Pitt said. 

“Having players of the calibre of Matt Kuchar, Nick Watney, Hunter Mahan, Robert Allenby and John 
Senden to Sydney only add to an already spectacular field. The countdown to the Open is well and 
truly on.” 



NSW Minister for Tourism and Major Events George Souris welcomed the news of more world class 
players coming to Sydney for the Emirates Australian Open.  

“The NSW Government through Destination NSW is pleased to support the Emirates Australian Open 
which is a key international sports event on the NSW Events Calendar.  

“There is no doubt our city is synonymous with the Australian Open, having hosted the inaugural 
championship in 1904, on 35 occasions overall and continuously since 2006. 

“This year’s Australian Open is shaping up to be one of the best yet,” he said. 

The Emirates Australian Open is again sanctioned by OneAsia and the PGA Tour of Australasia and 
will be broadcast live on Network Ten. 

“The 2011 Emirates Australian Open will boast the best field in recent years and we are delighted to 
welcome so many of Australia’s and indeed the world’s best golfers to play on the PGA Tour of 
Australasia,” said Brian Thorburn, CEO of the PGA Tour of Australasia.  
 
“This year Australian sports fans have a great opportunity to see so many of the world’s best golfers 
compete in Australia and I hope everyone gets to be a part of such a special year for Australian golf.”  

Tickets are on sale now at Ticketek at www.ticketek.com or by phoning 132 849. To book travel 
packages for the championship, contact Flight Centre on 1300 778 433. 

The 2011 Emirates Australian Open will be played at The Lakes Golf Club from  
10-13 November. 
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